A retrospective study of resected gastric cancers.
From 1976 to 1989, a total of 1303 patients with gastric cancers underwent gastrectomies in the First Department of Surgery, Kurume University Hospital. Of these, 358 (27.5%) were total gastrectomies, 84 (6.4%) were proximal gastrectomies and 825 (63.1%) were distal gastrectomies. The 5-year survival rate was 44.8% after the total gastrectomies, 38.9% after the proximal and 72.4% after the distal gastrectomies. The 5-year survival rate was 86.2% with the absolute curative resection, 36.3% with the relative curative resection, 29.3% with the relative non-curative resection and 9.4% with the absolute non-curative resection. Macroscopically, the 5-year survival rate was 95.1% for type 0 (early cancers), 61.3% for Borrmann type 1, 58.8% for Borrmann type 2, 37.5% for Borrmann type 3 and 16.5% for Borrmann type 4. According to the pathological cancer stage, the 5-year survival rate was 94.8% for stage I, 79.3% for stage II, 49.2% for stage III and only 11.3% for stage IV.